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Dear Friends,
The new Church Year has begun; the Season
of Advent is here, and already we have lit the
candle of hope on our Advent Wreath. Daily,
I see the increase in twinkling lights as the
rooflines and trees, in my street, are newly
adorned. For several months, the shops,
magazines, charities to name a few have foretold the coming of
Christmas, whether you wanted to know it, or not, in August.
Always with the message that if you fail to start shopping then
and there, surely, you will never have enough time to prepare,
coupled with the friend who as soon as we enter the second
half of the year, or perhaps for some even the day after
Christmas will update you on how many days until the next.
Not forgetting the ring of the Coca Cola commercial, ‘Holidays
are coming. Holidays are coming….. Tis the season! !t’s always
the real thing.’ As I listened to the very familiar jingle, I started
to think beyond that first line, and was caught with, ‘It’s always
the real thing.’ In a few words their purpose is to grab attention
and encourage folk to buy what the company want us to
believe is the best drink ever ‘the real thing’, authentic, like no
other, the best, and only you can decide, the choice is up to you
whether you believe it, and want to follow through on it.
People are constantly searching, and not only at Christmas for
the ‘real thing’ which can mean something different depending
on who you are. I feel confident in saying the search is more
often than not concerned with a need to feel safe, valued and
loved. We have the greatest message ever told, and we are
called to share it – God came to earth, a baby boy in a stable to
bring light to a hurting world – The journey from the stable to
the cross brought the gift of authentic love, – the ‘real thing’ to
bring peace and reconciliation, not just for Christmas time, but
2

for eternity for all who choose to notice.
9 The

true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet
to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God.
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Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:9-13, 14)
What’s your Christmas message this year? ‘What a hassle it is!’
… ‘I’ll never manage to sort everything!’ … ‘I don’t even know
what they want!’… and the list goes on, with most of us raising
a smile as we know we have said it. This Christmas why not try
to share what folk really need; practical, emotional, spiritual,
unconditional, totally authentic love. Who needs to hear that
message of hope from you? Help one another to welcome the
true light, so others may see it, too. Whatever the wrappings
you use to dress up Christmas; the tree, the tinsel and
decorations (all great fun!), it’s what is at the ‘heart’ of the gift
that matters - Jesus, wrapped in clothes and lying in a manger.
Jesus whose love continues long after the Christmas boxes are
packed away, and that’s worth celebrating. 11’ Today in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Luke 2:11
What’s at the heart of your Christmas? Why don’t you invite
Him to every part of it?
Each time you hear that popular drink jingle….
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wtxogfPieA think
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‘Jesus Christ is coming, Jesus Christ is coming, Tis the season,
Believe He’s the real thing.’
Are you prepared to welcome him – ready for His light to shine
upon you, yours, and all you care to share His message with?
If you have a couple of minutes of peace, to sit and reflect, I
invite you to listen to this delightful song, which asks us all
‘Will You Be Ready?’ by Mark Patterson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xU5lL9NuCfU
May the Lord of love fill your heart this Christmas. Share His light
and love, with sparkle, as you look forward with hope and joy.
Have a fabulously, happy Christmas!

Blessings,
Rev Dawn
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A Note from the Treasurer
In the mid-summer edition of Focus, I wrote:
I would, therefore urge you to make sure that your
contributions to the Church are under review and that you
seriously think about increasing what you give. If you have not
been able to attend on a Sunday and you have envelopes that
you have not been able to hand in, then give me a call on
01259721221 and I will come and collect them – socially
distanced at the doorstep, of course!
Remember, you can also donate via Standing Order and the
account details are:
Alloa Ludgate Church Bank of ScotlandMar Street BranchAlloa
Sort Code:80-05-28Account Number 00128968
If you already donate via Standing Order, when was the last
time you informed your bank to increase the amount? I know
from having administered the accounts for longer than I care to
remember, that most of the payments that come directly
through the bank have not changed for a number of years.
Please give this your careful consideration and take the time to
write to your bank asking them to change the amount given
each month.
Audio Visual Appeal
As is very apparent for those of us who attend on a Sunday, one of the
monitors at the front of the sanctuary has disappeared. This is sadly missed
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as it detracts from the whole impact of our audio visual system. The monitor
is beyond repair and our audio visual suppliers inform us that both monitors
at the front need to be replaced as they are know over 10 years old. At the
same time, we are also needing to replace one or two of the microphones
through normal wear and tear. The total cost of these replacements are
approximately £2000. As can be suspected from the paragraphs above, we
do not feel that we can afford this sum at the present time. However, we do
see the added value that the audio visual system brings to the church
services, and we have decided to appeal directly to the Congregation to
provide enough funds for us to go ahead with the replacements. So, we have
set a target of raising £2000 before the end of August. Anything that you
feel that you can give, just pop it an envelope and write ‘Audio Visual’ on the
front and hand it in on the collection plate, give it to you elder, or again, give
me a call and I will gladly come and collect it.
The response to the appeal has resulted in donations (including Gift Aid) of
approximately £1000. Whilst this has been a great response from the
congregation, you can see that it only approaches 50% of the amount that
we need to replace the current monitors and microphones, to further
enhance the services on a Sunday. So although the deadline has passed, the
Board have agreed with me that we should extend the deadline to the end
of the year and at that point a decision will be made as to what
replacements can be afforded and perhaps those that cannot.
So, again, thank you if have contributed to this appeal but if you have not,
then please think about contributing. As stated above, just put some money
into an envelope and mark it ‘Audio Visual’ and if you are a tax payer, then
just add the number of your FWO envelope number, or your name and we
will be able to claim the tax back on this as well. Together, we can look
forward to once again to having two larger, working monitors in the front of
the church so that we can on both sides of the Church see clearly the words
of the hymns, readings and announcements!

Alister Marr
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Treasurer.

Christmas Quotations
"A good conscience is a continual Christmas." – Benjamin
Franklin
"What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage
for the present, hope for the future." – Agnes M. Pahro

Team
"Blessed is the seasonProperty
which engages
the whole world in a
conspiracy
of
love."
–
Hamilton
Wright
Mabie
The last few months have again been a very busy
time for the

Walk and Talk
" The WALK and TALK group has met 4 times, with walks to the
Blackdevon Wetlands, Gartmorn Dam, Devilla Forest and between
Alloa Park and Clackmannan.
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The weather has been kind, although the last walk had some
obstacles with fallen branches/trees because of storm Arwen.
The next 'Christmas' walk will be on Monday 20 December at 10am,
where we will meet at 'The Pavillions', which is the first street to the
right of Smithfield Loan if you come from the roundabout next to
Redwell. The accessible walk will go to Cambus over the cyclepath
and back along the river.
The group has raised over £50 as donations, as there is no fee for
taking part. Everyone is welcome and a lift can be arranged by
contacting Alie Hilda on 07531 841101."

"Messy Church restarted at the end of September, when the theme
was 'Seeing is Believing'. We heard the story of Barthemeus, tried to
make some food blindfolded, had to guess what was hidden in a
pillowcase and learned braille.
At the end of October we celebrated harvest; we made baskets,
created porcelain plates with our favorite food, made grace banners,
dipped strawberries and biscuits in molten chocolate and heard the
story of the 5 fish and 2 loaves.
On the first Sunday of Advent, the theme was 'Getting ready for
Christmas', where we made Christmas cards, decorated baubles and
wreaths and more.
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A Messy Church afternoon starts with coffee/tea/juice and a biscuit
and a blether. Thereafter the theme is introduced and all activities
are explained.
Everyone can
do each activity
or only the
activity they
like. Most
times, there are
central activities too,
like watching a video.
Around 5pm, the
afternoon finishes with
a light meal (e.g. pizzas,
chicken goujons, fruit
and vegetables and
coffee/tea/juice).
The next Messy Church dates are 30 January, 27 February and 27
March. Everyone is welcome, adults on their own or with children,
although children need to be accompanied by adults.
Each Messy Church afternoon has its own theme, so you can come
every time, or only every now and then. The afternoon is FREE,
although there is a donation plate, if you'd like to give a contribution.
So, if you come to Church regularly or not have been to Church for a
longer time, why not try for once a different way of Church, which is
Messy Church."
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Property
As we approach the end of 2021 we all know it’s been another year
dominated by Covid, with many twists and turns as we hopefully head back
to a normal life again. Just as I type this yet another strain of Covid has been
discovered raising the anxiety levels as we wait to discover the severity of it,
and the likely consequences.
For the Property Team most of this year (and last) has been a constant
challenge to keep our buildings safe and adhere to the guidance provided by
the Scottish Government and the Church of Scotland. A lot of work and form
filling behind the scenes which is maybe not apparent to the majority of the
congregation. Hopefully we have managed this difficult spell well and will
continue to do so until Covid is well and truly behind us.

Away from Covid, the normal maintenance activities continue to be carried
out as and when required along with keeping on top of our extensive
gardens. Our most recent large expenditure was to complete a list of
electrical repairs to ensure we complied with the 5 yearly Electrical
Installation Condition Report (EICR) which is a mandatory requirement for
us, along with PAT testing, fire alarm checks, and gas boiler servicing.
Due to our financial situation some work has had to go on the back burner
until funds are available, such as the organ servicing, some minor repairs to
our boiler flues, and the replacement of our faulty audio visual monitors.
Fund raising for the monitors is hopefully not far away from allowing us to
get the system fully functioning again.
I’m also conscious of the building quinquennial report findings we received
earlier in the year. This didn’t make particular good reading, however we
shall tackle the priority work in a positive manner as we have done in the
past. A lot of other smaller projects to tackle next year when resources
allow.
Regarding our Hall rentals, most of the groups are now back to normal and

using the Halls on a regular basis ensuring Covid guidelines are adhered to.
We did lose Scottish Slimmers to another venue which was a blow as
they gave us a good rental income. We therefore still have some
space available if you know of anyone looking for good premises for
their activity. We have had a small number of ad-hoc bookings, but
would like more where possible to maximise our potential income
source.
Again a big thanks to those who have helped out with property issues
during the last difficult year. Small in number but very much
appreciated. I’m hoping to recruit a few new people onto the Property
committee next year, so if you would like to help out in any way,
please let me know.
Property Convener

Jim Paterson
Mobile - 07969647758

December Services
December 12th – 10.30 Nativity
December 19th – 10.30 Lessons and Carols
4.00pm – Christingle – Alloa St Mungo’s Church
December 24th – 7.00pm Alloa Baptist Church
Watchnight Service Ludgate Church 11.30pm
December 25th -Christmas Day Service
Ludgate Church 10.30 am
December 26th 10.30 Morning Worship
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Fundraising and Social Team Report
The Fundraising and Social team are back in action! We have
had a bit of a break until recently because of Covid restrictions
but are now ready to start raising much needed funds to
support our Church, at the same time supporting our
congregation and community with some social events.
We have already planned the next
couple of events, the first is to run a
‘Café’, providing refreshments at The
Gate Christmas Fayre on the 4th of
December, 10.00-2.00pm. We will also
have a couple of stalls at the fayre to
sell some Christmas goodies and
hopefully raise a few pounds in the
process. This will be a fun filled family
event, not to be missed, even Santa is
coming!
The second event is a ‘Winter Warmer Lunch’ on Saturday, 15th
of January from 12.00 – 2.00pm. We feel this is a good time to
give us all a wee boost, after all the festive activities stop and
we find ourselves with empty diaries! All are welcome to join
us, so please bring friends and family…the more the merrier.
The cost of the meal is £5.00.
Another exciting social activity that you may have heard about
and has been running over the last couple of months is our
‘Walk and Talk’ group. This is proving to be very successful with
10-20 people attending each walk and all, without exception,
enjoying themselves. The walks are suitable for all abilities with
some shorter routes for the less adventurous, and longer walks
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for those who want it. The walks are set on different days and
at different times to make sure everyone has the opportunity
to join us when they can. Transport to reach the meeting
points can also be arranged. This is free to all, however should
you wish to give a small donations this will be gratefully
accepted (£60 raised so far). For more information speak to
Alie Hilda, details below.
Over the years ‘Brass in a Bottle’ has continued to be collected
and does bring in a small amount of money each year. No one
misses a few coins each week and this soon mounts up with the
average bottle yielding around £6.00, so it does make a
difference. If anyone needs a new bottle please ask a member
of the team.
Our team is very small and it is becoming increasing more
difficult to organise, run and support fundraising events.
Therefore, we would like to invite anyone willing to help raise
much needed church funds to join our team, they will be made
very welcome. If you are interested please speak to a member
of the team.
Dates for the diary
➢ The Gate Christmas Fayre – 4th December – 10.002.00pm (remember to visit our stalls and the Café)
➢ Walk and Talk group - Christmas walk, 20th December
at 10.00am, walking to Cambus. We suggest parking in
the Pavilions (First Street on right as you enter
Smithfield Loan from Redwell roundabout opposite
Little Stars Nursery.
➢ Winter warmer lunch – 15th January – 12.00-2.00pm.
£5.00 per head.
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Team - Enid Barker, Sandra Norris, Alie Hilda De Vries – 07531
841101
and Evelyn Paterson- 07968111449.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

When is Kitchen Waste not Waste?
In the light of climate change, like so many others, I try to do my
best to recycle when possible. Recently though, having had a
burst bag in my food caddy, I was beginning to wonder if the
cleaning out of the intensely smelly box was worth it. What
happens to this mini mountain of stinking, gooey sludge once it
is lifted from my kerbside I wondered! Does it find its way into
landfill or is it actually recycled? This made me think of my
childhood in Glasgow in the 1950s, My granny, asked me to take
waste food, potato peelings etc to a bin. This was a pig swill bin
at the top of her road and she told me it was to feed the pigs so
I ran down three flights of stairs (it was a VERY long time ago)
and up to the top of the road. I certainly remember the stench
which came from that bin when the lid came off but it was all in
a good cause! In this country, in my opinion, we are very good
at trying to do the right thing.
When, then, is kitchen waste not waste? Turns out it is,
according to Clackmannanshire’s Performance and Quality
Officer Development & Environment Services, a good deal
more. In fact it is sent to the Cumbernauld firm Energen to
process this array of food scrapings, peelings, eggshells etc.
who take off the gases such as methane which are then used
to produce electricity, The residual matter is then used as
agricultural fertiliser. Sounds good to me folks! I’m happy to
swab out my food caddies if it helps others and our planet.
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During our recent Bible Study on Climate Change, a great deal
of information was discovered and debated. It was indeed most
thought provoking. One thing I became
aware of was that The Church of Scotland is keen for
congregations to embrace sustainability and be aware of our
carbon footprint. Apparently there are about 500
congregations already doing just that. If there is anyone who
would be interested in getting together to discuss how we, as
the congregation of Alloa Ludgate, can improve our own
church’s footprint in becoming more
conscious of practical ways moving forward, please contact me
with your name and a
contact number via my email:
annecairns352@btinternet.com or speak to me at church.

Friendship Guild
The Friendship Guild started in October, and although we have had a
few changes to the syllabus, we have had some lovely afternoons,
sharing friendship and fellowship.
We meet in Alloa Bowling Club, at 2pm every fortnight.
We are looking forward to our Christmas meal, in the Dunmar Hotel
on 6th December.
We then have a break, and start .again on11th January 2022 when
we have Craig Miller and his choir.
Everyone is welcome, and I look forward to seeing you then.
Rita McNeil
Co-ordinator
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The Guild
The Guild has restarted and so far we have had a quiz, Linda Macleod
from Breathe Easy and a visit from Guid Reads in Alva.
Each year we raise money for one of the Church of Scotland projects
and our project this year is Home for Good, Scotland.
Home for Good is a Christian charity dedicated to finding a home for
every child who needs one. The charity works to inspire people to
think about fostering and adoption. It also equips churches to
welcome these families and help support people on their journeys.
This project will allow Home for Good to reach all parts of Scotland
and will also enable them to build their network of volunteers. Once
trained, these volunteers can run events, offer training and build
support groups which provide much needed encouragement for
these families. Home for Good wants all children to find a loving
home and this project will help them to do that.
We hope to have a joint meeting with St Mungo’s Guild in February
with a speaker about this project.
We meet every second Tuesday at 2.15pm and new members are
always welcome.
Testing Times – Statements from the Bible – said to be from a
Caithness School!
When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus she sang the
Magna Carta.
Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah’s wife was
Joan of Ark. Noah built an Ark and the animals came out in pears.
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News from the Presbytery
The radical action plan that was approved by the
General assembly last year has had major implications
for the life of every Church congregation in Scotland.
The first is the realisation that the numbers of Minister
in Scotland will drop by about a third over the next 5
years or so. This is not only that many are reaching
retirement age and fewer numbers are coming
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through the discernment process for Ministry; but
also, that the Church can no longer afford to support
so many Churches who cannot solely support the cost
of a Minister. Fewer than 44% of the charges across
Scotland pay the whole cost of a ministry and the level
of subsidy involved in supporting the other 56% of
charges is, in the now foreseeable future,
unsustainable.
Each Presbytery has been allocated the number of
Ministerial posts it will be able to have, and planning
for this is starting now. Stirling Presbytery has been
allocated 19 Ministerial posts which is a reduction of
around 40%. Our area, which is Greater Alloa will
encompass Clackmannan Church, the two Churches in
Alloa, Tullibody Church and Sauchie Church. This
grouping have been allocated 4 posts with the
expectation that new ways of working collaboratively
will be found.
Along with the reduction in numbers of posts,
sustaining buildings which are getting older and often
not fit for purpose is also a challenge. To this end the
General Trustees are looking for a reduction in 40% of
buildings over the next 5 to 10 years. This will mean
hard decisions for each Presbytery as the new
Presbytery Mission Plan is put in place.
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Another key change in the National Church of the
reorganisations of Presbyteries. Over the past two
years discussions have proceeded between the
Presbyteries of Stirling, Perth, Dunkeld and Meigle ,
Dundee and Angus. The progress that has been made
means that from January 2023 there will be a new
Presbytery which encompasses all those Presbyteries.
This will mean a pooling of resources so that
congregations can be better supported, more use will
be made of new technology so that there will be fewer
Presbytery meetings, and more decisions will be made
at local levels.
It all means a lot of change all at once!
For many there is the realisation that maybe this
should have been done years ago and the Church has
been talking about change for many years.
For others this will be a worrying and uncertain time.
We ask your prayers for all those engaged in this
process of change, that their hard work and dedication
can result in a better way of supporting local
congregations in their ministry to their communities
and give support to those congregations that are
struggling, especially following the effects of the
pandemic.
Best wishes

Val Rose – Presbytery Elder
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Foodbank

Community Café

Christmas is a busy time for the
Foodbank
We constantly need to replenish
our stocks, so please keep giving
either at The Gate or one of our
supermarket drop points.

Still a great bargain on
Fridays!

THANK YOU!

Soup Pot and Starter Packs
The Soup Pot continues twice a
week. Donations always welcome.
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Meals @ The Gate
•
•
•

Are you over 65 years of age?
Would you like fresh delicious meals delivered straight
to your door? Daily or for a treat?
Do you live in Clackmannanshire?
If you answer YES to the above please contact
The Gate 01259 218766
e: meals@the-gate-charity.org
The Gate Charity, 2 Ludgate, ALLOA, FK10 2UW

Meals will be delivered on your required day between 9.30am
and 11.00am, chilled and ready to pop into the fridge. Please
follow the heating instructions and do not freeze. Meals are
available to anyone over 65 and can be used as regular meal
service or as a tasty treat.
No commitment is required, and you can order as often as you
like. Vegetarian option available.
3 Courses for £5.00
2 Courses for £4.00
Main Course for £3.00
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CONTACTS
Minister
Rev. Dawn A Laing01259 213134
Session Clerk
Val Rose
01259 722958

DLaing@churchofscotland.org.uk
val.rose@btinternet.com

Clerk to the Board/
Data Protection
Ludgate Hall Booking
Church Officers

Louise Morrison
Ian Barker
Jim Paterson
Les Rose
Tom White
John Galloway

Young People
Flower Convener
Friendship Guild
Magazine Editor
Safe-Guarding
Coordinator
Treasurer
The Guild Secretary

Alie Hilda De Vries
Janice White
Rita McNeil
Les Rose
Ann Sinclair
Alister Marr
Louise Morrison

For contact details of above please contact

Val Rose

Web-site www.alloaludgatechurch.org.uk
Facebook Alloa Ludgate Church of Scotland
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