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The Manse
Spring 2022
"Praise be to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead." 1 Peter 1:3
Dear Friends,
Happy Easter to all of you! Were you prepared or do you still
have the feeling of ‘How did we reach this point in the year so
quickly?’ Easter does not receive the same hype or preparation
as Christmas does, whether Christian, non-Christian, churched
or un-churched unless you count the arrival of crème eggs on
the shelves before the selection boxes have even made it into
the shopping basket. So why do we who are Christians allow
the most important event in the history of our faith to be sidelined by chocolate and ‘Easter’ bunnies, and are happy to let
the opportunity to share the Good News remain relatively low
key, when we have the God-given opportunity to reach out to
others and tell the wondrous story? Why is the greatest love
story of God who gave His only begotten Son, Jesus, to die on a
cross for us, and to reconcile us to a perfect relationship with
Him, so hard to tell and kept low key? God’s power over death,
demonstrated in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, given
a backseat, to be filed away as merely another holiday season.
In this world, in turmoil, with much to overwhelm us, we watch
lives treated as worthless, whilst individuals seek to accumulate
and receive wealth and power without care beyond
themselves, God offers hope and a future; the Gift of Peace
within, new life in Christ; God is stronger than death, beyond all
earthly prejudices and boundaries, the perfect love
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demonstrated in Christ, given freely for all who turn to Him. We
know the real reason for Easter, because somebody told us of
His love. God spoke into our lives through them. The Lent Bible
Study Group followed a programme ‘Becoming Church’ about
the 1st Century Christians; their sense of community, fellowship
and perseverance. We found ourselves sharing our faith stories,
as they did, over the weeks. These were inspiring discussions
through which we learned more about each other, and how
God bursts into our lives sometimes in dramatic ways, but
equally in the everyday experiences of life. We concluded that,
perhaps if we simply share our stories as they happen, rather
than feeling they must sound more intellectual, more spiritual
or as ‘good’ as someone else’s, and trust God to work through
them, then folk might just listen more attentively, and see the
‘revelation of God’s glory in ‘real’ situations, today, and make a
‘real’ connection with our loving, inclusive, compassionate God,
whose power can reach everyone. So, this Easter, let’s share
the Good News. Grasp the opportunities, to be part of
something bigger, God’s something new for every age. When
Jesus spoke the words, ‘It is finished.’, it was not the end, in the
sense of over, rather signalled the fulfilment of the Law, in
Jesus’ salvation for us; the beginning of next chapter in the
continuing meta-story of God’s overwhelming grace, to which
He invites us now as then to be part of His Kingdom. Friends we
have a Gospel to proclaim of the Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer. As we walk in faith throughout Lent towards the dark
shadow of the Cross, rejoice that we know beyond the victory
of resurrection morning. Who needs to hear this Good News,
this Easter? Who are you inviting to the picnic beyond, which
offers life everlasting, and hope springs eternal? Notice I didn’t
say banquet. We need to be out there beyond the walls, in the
streets and the parks, ready to share with people where they
are. How do you answer the question, ‘What does Easter mean
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to you?’ this Easter? After the initial sweetness of the contents
of your Easter egg are gone, don’t be disappointed by the
emptiness of the shell. Remember instead the new beginning…
the tomb was empty so your heart could know the abundance
of God’s overwhelming grace and love within, and God’s supply
never runs dry. May the blessing of our Triune God surround
you this Easter, as you tell the story, ‘He isn't here! God has
raised him to life, just as Jesus said he would.’ Matthew 28: 6a CEV
Blessings,
Rev Dawn

4

Property Team
Another busy spell over the last few months for the Property Team
and looking forward, lots to get after over the Summer period as
well. Can’t believe we are now well into Spring already, how time
flies by !!
Some of the items addressed recently and work ongoing as follows :
•

Two off new audio visual screens have now been installed at
the front of the Church. These cost £1450 in total, a bit more
than the original estimate due to additional hardware
required to make them compatible with our system. A big
thanks to those who contributed towards the fund raising
appeal.

•

Five off new double sockets have been installed in the
storeroom to allow the Gate to install some fridges and
freezers.

•

The storeroom has been redecorated and new flooring has
been installed making the room a lot more presentable.

•

The organ has been serviced by Watkins and Watson at a
cost of £282 plus VAT. We have postponed this service over
the last couple of years due to costs and Covid, so good we
managed to get this work done this year. No major issues
identified other than those we already know about caused by
the water ingress a number of years ago, and a
recommendation to replace the humidifier at some point.
Appreciate we currently don’t have an organist but important
we keep the organ in as good condition as we can as we all
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know the pleasure we get when we hear the organ being
played on the odd occasion.
•

Annual fire extinguisher checks have been completed. We
have had to install an additional extinguisher up at our Audio
Visual desk area as per a recommendation.

•

A significant number of fluerescent tubes have had to be
replaced around the building, access being a problem to
reach these.

•

We have had a number of issues with toilet drains being
blocked, so checks being done monthly to try and prevent
this problem recurring.

•

Manse – Kitchen sink tap replaced and repairs carried out to
the toilet cistern.

•

Upcoming work in the next few weeks :
o

Church and Hall boiler annual servicing. Some
recommended repairs will also be carried out. For
info our gas maintenance contract last year cost
£1462

o

Fire system annual checks (including fault finding and
repairing the intermittent fault we have on one of
the sensors). Annual costs last year was £690. Sensor
repair is likely to be expensive due to access issues
and timescale to pinpoint where the fault actually is.

o

Electrical PAT testing, emergency lighting checks,
lightning earth bonding checks for the spire, and fan
checks on our radiator heaters
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o

Leaking radiator in the hall to be replaced with a
modern equivalent.

As you can see from the above we have a large number of annual
checks we need to get done to keep us compliant with legislation.
These amount to significant costs for us each year to keep us legal.
While these inspections are necessary they do not improve or
develop our buildings unfortunately, just part of our annual
maintenance expenditure.
Gardening – It’s that time of year again, oh no….. I’ll not say too much
about this but it would be nice to invest in making our grounds a bit
more maintenance free, maybe for another day ??
Lets not forget about Covid !! Our weekly building inspections are
ongoing, however hopefully these will stop fairly soon following the
latest Scottish Government guidelines. At time of writing Covid cases
are rising again significantly, so watch this space. Just another job
that many people don’t realise gets done behind the scenes.
As part of the Church mission plan we had our building audit on 14th
February. In general I think it went well. The Presbytery team had a
standard set of questions for which you either complied or not, but
overall I think they were impressed with our facilities. From memory
the things they did pick up on were:
▪ Boiler flue repairs were still outstanding.
▪ Fire alarm was only done annually and not 6
monthly.
▪ Disabled ramp at the rear entrance did not
have a handrail
▪ No cert for the spire lightning earth rod.
Will be the middle of the year before we get the findings and
feedback from Presbytery.
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Regarding our Hall/session room rentals, most of the groups are now
back to normal and using the Halls on a regular basis ensuring Covid
guidelines are still adhered to. Gate lunches continue every two
weeks on a Tuesday. We still have some space available if you know
of anyone looking for good premises for their activity/party let me
know. Where possible we really need to maximise our potential
income source from letting our Halls. As we all know energy costs are
about to rise significantly, putting more pressure on our hire costs for
heating the building.
The Property Team is very small (i.e. One!!!) so again a big thanks to
those who have helped out on occasion. Small in number but very
much appreciated. Now for my all too regular plea, if you would like
to join the team or are able to help out in any way, please let me
know.
Property Convener
Jim Paterson
Mobile – 07969647758

A Primary School teacher was walking around observing her
classroom of children while they were drawing pictures. As she got
to one girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing
was.
The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."
The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks
like." Without looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They
will in a minute."
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Treasurer Report
The total income for 2021 was £63465, with a total expenditure of
£58123, giving a surplus for the year of £10002. This is an
improvement of the previous years’ deficit of £38492. Both years,
however, have shown the devastating impact of Covid19 restrictions
and lockdowns, on our finances. The last full year was in 2019 where
we showed a surplus of £23000, but in that year, for example,
£17620 was received in rental income from our premises. This
compares with £3640 for this year. But although this is a 55%
increase on the 2020 figures, which reflects a return of activities
within our halls and kitchen, this is still a significant reason for the
decline in our income.
In general, our income is rising from the low of last year, but with
everything returning to as near as normal, hopefully attendances at
our services and activities in our halls and kitchen will start to pick up
and with that, our income will continue to rise even higher.
We have also benefitted in 2021 from receiving a full years’ tax
recovery from Gift Aid from 2020. We also recovered the VAT from
the repairs carried out in 2020. These 2 items alone, account for the
surplus for the year. They, however, are not going to be reoccurring
in the present year or any other year.
The expenditure for the year is considerably down from the previous
year. This is mostly attributable to the £22000 we paid out in 2001
for the repairs to the church roof. Thankfully, there were no other
significant repairs required during the year.
Due to one of our monitors at the front of the church breaking down
and due to their age and ever-changing technology, we found it
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necessary to replace both monitors. As the Congregational Board felt
that we could not afford to replace the screens out of our current
funds, we decided to appeal to the congregation for the £1400 that
we would need. As a result, the figure of £1145 has been identified as
a result of the appeal. It may well have been that some members
simply increased the amount they placed in their envelopes, so the
figure may well have been higher than that. In addition, some of the
donations were identified as tax payers and subsequently our tax
recovery from Gift Aid will be higher than it otherwise would have
been, in the next claim. So, basically, our target has been reached,
the new monitors are now in place and I trust, that you are enjoying
the enhanced visual experience. So, well done and many thanks to all
who contributed.
Overall, we are in a better position than we were at the same time
last year, but that is not to say that we should be complacent. Our
reserves are very precarious and we know that the ongoing
maintenance of our premises has taken a bit of a back seat at
present. I am aware that the property convenor has a number of
items that he would like to turn his attention to. I would, therefore,
like all members of the congregation to review their giving to the
Church on an annual basis. How much have you increased the
amount you place in your envelopes or the plate, in the last few
years. When did you last instruct your bank to increase your Standing
Order? I can tell from looking over past records, that although many
people have increased their giving there are many where not a lot
has changed for a number of years.
Did you know that payments can be made to the Church through the
Church of Scotland website? Just search for – Church of Scotland
donate - scroll down the page and select ‘Donate to a Congregation’.
Type in Alloa Ludgate, follow the instructions if you are a tax payer
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and then decide how much you want to pay – make it a one-off or a
monthly payment – and then provide your card details. All very
straightforward and very secure! We will then receive your donations
directly into our bank account. All from the comfort of your own
home!
As you can see from the Budget for the current year, I am hoping that
we are going to end the year with a slight surplus. This is based on
the hope that everything will return to normal over the majority of
the year, subsequently increasing our income and that there are no
major repairs required to our premises.
Alister Marr
Treasurer.
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The last Sunday of February we heard the story of the lost coin and
had a chocolate coin hunt in the Church, played a game, looked at
currencies from abroad and more.
In March we learned about the journey to the cross and the Easter
story. We filled crosses with coloured sand, decorated eggs and
celebrated communion.
Everyone is welcome at Messy Church. We start with coffee, tea,
juice and biscuits and chat, followed by an explanation of the theme
and watch an animated video of the story. Thereafter everyone can
do to the different activities. The afternoon is finished with a light
meal.
The next Messy Church takes place on Sunday 24 April, at 3pm in our
Church Halls.
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Fundraising and Social Team – March 2022
The Fundraising and Social team are back in action and raring to go!
The Church finances are hitting an all-time low so we will do our bit,
with the support of our congregation, to raise as much as we can to
help the financial situation. We have now put together a diary of
events for the first half of the year that hopefully will raise funds and
at the same time support our congregation and community with fun
social events.
Our first event in 2022 was a ‘Winter Warmer Lunch’, this eventually
took place after postponements, on Saturday, 19th of February. The
event was well received and enjoyed by some 25 people. Although
the numbers were disappointingly low, those who did support our
event thoroughly enjoyed the home cooked lunch and the social
interaction with friends. This event raised approximately £200.
Another exciting and ongoing social activity that you should be aware
of as it has been running since last year is our ‘Walk and Talk’ group.
This is proving to be very popular with 10-20 people regularly
attending each walk. Everyone without exception, enjoys these
walks! The walks are suitable for all abilities with some shorter routes
for the less adventurous, and longer walks for those who want it. The
walks are set on different days and times to make sure everyone has
the opportunity to join us when they can. Transport to reach the
meeting points can also be arranged. This is a free activity, however
should you wish to give a small donations, the little ‘red bus bank’ is
on hand to collect the pennies, every little helps! For more
information speak to Alie Hilda, details below.
Brass in a Bottle’ continues to be collected and brings in a small
amount of money each year. We all have some spare coins in our
pockets, bags etc. and adding these to your bottle helps raise a
hundred pounds or so each year. The average bottle holds around
£6.00, so it does make a difference. If anyone needs a new bottle
please ask a member of the team.
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Below we have listed our forthcoming diary of events, and we would
urge everyone to support these events in any way you can. We really
do need to raise extra money to help with our repairs and
maintenance of our buildings, which can be extremely expensive. Our
events are open to all, so please spread the word, invite friends and
family, buy a ticket, or donate an unwanted gift but most of all, do try
to attend as it makes the job of our hardworking team worthwhile
when we see a well-attended event and have a good contribution to
pass on to our Treasurer ! Transport can be arranged if necessary.
Events Diary
•

•
•

Walk and Talk Group – dates for the diary (other dates to be
confirmed)
✓ Bluebell walk (Alloa Park) – Wednesday 4th May 2pm
✓ Jubilee Walk – Stirling University Loch –Wednesday 1st
June – 2 pm (wear Union Jack colours anything in red,
white or blue).
Music and Praise Evening (Ludgate Church) on Friday 29th
April – 7-9pm cost £3.00 including refreshments.
Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea Party – Saturday 4th June 14pm – This will be our main fundraising event of the year
aimed at all age groups, a real fun family event. A 1950’s
themed event, with a traditional afternoon tea, music, stalls
and prizes (further details to follow). The whole nation will be
celebrating, so don’t miss out!

Team - Enid Barker, Sandra Norris, Pat Ogilvie, Alie Hilda De Vries –
07531 841101 and Evelyn Paterson- 07968111449.
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Friendship Guild
Our season has now finished, but I think we had a good varied
programme. I did wonder a few times whether we should have
bothered with a syllabus, as we had a few changes! But we did
manage to have speakers demonstrations, slides and interesting
topics.
We are going to Muircot Farm for Afternoon Tea on 6th May, instead
of a trip. Probably have High Tea in August, before the new session
starts again.
The committee will meet soon to plan for next session, when we look
forward to seeing you all again.
Hope you all have a good summer please take care, and stay safe!
Love and blessings to you all
Rita McNeil
Co-ordinator
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Life Changes
Nancy took her coat from the wardrobe, picked up her handbag
and keys and closed the door of her pensioner’s bungalow.
The road was quiet - peaceful even, as she set off that morning.
Turning the corner, a gust of icy wind hit her. She pulled her
collar tightly around her neck, as she wondered if she would have
the courage to go inside.
Nancy had moved from her family home in a small village, many
miles away, to be near family in her twilight, though still fairly
active, years. Friends and activities also her church were left
behind, How can you replace years of relationships?, she thought.
Loss of confidence, a bit of depression and fearfulness had crept in
since then, stopping her from going out much. She couldn’t bother
her family as they were busy with their own lives she mused.
A neighbour was unable to get a few groceries for her that Monday
so Nancy had plucked up the courage to go to the supermarket. A
cup of tea after shopping seemed like a good idea.
The cafe was quite so Bella, sitting on her own and recognising
Nancy’s reticence in choosing a seat, had signaled for her to sit
beside her.
The two women chatted and found common ground on which they
could talk. They also discovered that they had both attended
church and Bella, wanting to encourage her new acquaintance,
invited Nancy to the following week’s Sunday Service. Nancy
agreed to think about it and the two parted company.
Last Monday, now seemed a long way off thought Nancy, feeling
squeamish as the large sturdy building came into view. She
wondered if she would just pass by today and maybe go in another
time. As she was about to pass the gate, NANCY! rang out, she
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turned around and saw Bella walking towards her. Nancy’s stomach
tightened. Could she do it? Would she really be able to enter this
building full of strangers? Suddenly she felt Bella’s hand on her arm
as she said, “It’ll be O.K. Nancy, they’re a friendly bunch!” The two
women walked slowly towards the large heavy doors of the
building.
A friendly face, a few kind words at the door further relaxed Nancy
as she and Bella took their seats which were also more comfortable
than her village church pews. There was an audible friendly chatter
throughout the church until the minister appeared.
As Nancy and Bella left the church, Nancy was pleased she had
made the effort to come. A nearby house with a ribbon of smoke
trailing into the sky, reminded her of a wee story from her old
minister, many years ago. “A fire”, he said, “reminds us of
Christians. The individual pieces of coal burning together in the
hearth, burn brighter and longer whilst a single piece of coal burns
out fairly quickly”. She realised that this little analogy had certainly
been true for her in recent times. Change is frightening but in the
company of likeminded people she could once again burn brighter
and longer!
Anne Cairns

(All characters are fictitious.)
A Minister’s wife was preparing pancakes for her young sons.
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.
Their Mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. If Jesus
were sitting here, He would say, "Let my brother have the first
pancake. I can wait." The oldest boy turned to his younger
brother and said, "You be Jesus."
19
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The Guild
Our AGM took place on 29th March at the end of a shortened
year of meetings. Members were entertained with a slide show
of church photos over the years and enjoyed a good chat over
tea and hot cross buns. Val Rose has agreed to be Guild
convener for next year and Linda Thom and Louise Morrison
have agreed to remain as office bearers. Several of our
meetings were again cancelled due to Covid restrictions. We
had a few speakers and some entertainment. We had two very
enjoyable joint meetings with St Mungo’s guild. At one of these
we heard from a speaker from our project “Home for Good”
and held a bring and buy sale which raised £84 for the project.
In March we held our first coffee morning since 2019 and this
raised £337. Many thanks to all who contributed. We have
decided to donate £400 to Church funds and £300 to our
project. We will resume in September and any new members
will be made very welcome.

Foodbank
Thiis is a busy time for the
Foodbank
We constantly need to replenish
our stocks, so please keep giving
either at The Gate or one of our
supermarket drop points.

THANK YOU!

Community Café
Still a great bargain on
Fridays!

Soup Pot and Starter Packs
The Soup Pot continues every
week. Donations always welcome.
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Meals @ The Gate
•
•
•

Are you over 65 years of age?
Would you like fresh delicious meals delivered straight
to your door? Daily or for a treat?
Do you live in Clackmannanshire?
If you answer YES to the above please contact
The Gate 01259 218766
e: meals@the-gate-charity.org
The Gate Charity, 2 Ludgate, ALLOA, FK10 2UW

Meals will be delivered on your required day between 9.30am
and 11.00am, chilled and ready to pop into the fridge. Please
follow the heating instructions and do not freeze. Meals are
available to anyone over 65 and can be used as regular meal
service or as a tasty treat.
No commitment is required, and you can order as often as you
like. Vegetarian option available.
3 Courses for £5.00
2 Courses for £4.00
Main Course for £3.00
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CONTACTS
Minister
Rev. Dawn A Laing01259 213134
Session Clerk
Val Rose
01259 722958

DLaing@churchofscotland.org.uk
val.rose@btinternet.com

Clerk to the Board/
Data Protection
Ludgate Hall Booking
Church Officers

Louise Morrison
Ian Barker
Jim Paterson
Les Rose
Tom White
John Galloway

Young People
Flower Convener
Friendship Guild
Magazine Editor
Safe-Guarding
Coordinator
Treasurer
The Guild Secretary

Alie Hilda De Vries
Janice White
Rita McNeil
Les Rose
Ann Sinclair
Alister Marr
Louise Morrison

For contact details of above please contact

Val Rose

Web-site www.alloaludgatechurch.org.uk
Facebook Alloa Ludgate Church of Scotland
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